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to send Ahmad round daily to see that this fund was not misappropriated.
The Chevalier Caprotti and his brother established themselves in Sanaa in 1888, but the latter, unhappily, had died of typhus some years before my visit. The Turks, in accordance with their principles, had at one time made every effort to get rid of him, but the Italian Government, which has ideas of its own regarding these matters, had turned a deaf ear to all representations on the subject, and there he remained. The Ottoman authorities, who accepted him at first as a necessary incubus, -were later glad to make use of his knowledge and tact in dealing with the Arabs to conduct for them certain delicate negotiations in which their own diplomacy had failed. Ho had been through all the troubles, and had stood two sieges already, in the last of which his wise foresight had enabled him, by laying in an enormous stock of provisions, to save many poor people from starvation, when the rich Turks and Arabs would do nothing to help them. His charitable conduct did not pass unappreciated, for when the Imam's levies entered the town his property was respected, and he himself honourably treated. Engaged in commerce, he has yet found time to devote himself to other pursuits, and Western science owes more to his energy in the matter of collecting and transmitting copies of inscriptions, works of art, and objects of archaeological interest, than to the labours of any individual explorer. Few European travellers to Sanaa during the last thirty years have not had occasion in recounting their experiences to pay a tribute to his kindness and hospitality.
A bath and a good dinner make a wonderful difference sometimes ; and on this occasion I was much in need of both. As we did not get on well in Arabic, for I found the Sanaa dialect difficult to understand, we conversed in French. The Chevalier advised me to take and furnish a house of my own as soon as might be. In his opinion a revolt on a larger scale than any that had preceded it was impending, though he did not think Sanaa itself would be invested again : in which, however, he proved to be wrong.
I lost no time in following his advice. Furnished being unobtainable, I was fproed to furnish one